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INTRODUCTION

My first question is...How much  does Memory cost?, Archives will cost exactly what our Memory costs, because that’s what archives are:...MEMORIES.

 All the companies or, the majority  of them in the world can’t exist without their Archives, they are what their Archives are. Currently, Documentation has reached  an important  development in the sense of: document’s treatments, technical facilities, improved user’s culture and a greater awareness of the productive value of these archives.

Documentation Centers are owners of an extensive Audiovisual Patrimony. This patrimony has developed and it has been  preserved in order to show our history to  future generations, and to help others  to remember.

Thanks to this heritage we can retain and store  life, events and relive situations all over again.

In  Latin American Archives  we are at a new stage: where  CHANGE 

will mark  the way  forward to  help us to do our  job of finding and protecting these archives .The principle OBoJECTIVE that is: OPEN THE WINDOW TOWARDS  LIFE, TOWARDS  HISTORY.

Changes will occure through a new process: DIGITAL ARCHIVES.

 How to take this mission is one of the most important  problems that  we need to solve, but is important too, to know who we are  in Latin America, how many we are , what are we doing for archives preservation, how are we answering  the user’s questions, what kind of language problems do we have. Because you know,  in Latin America in all of the countries (except Brazil) we speak spanish, but with fine variations.

After this lecture, I hope that you will understand and know the job that we are doing,  our problems, our successes, our goals and our dreams.

PRESENT SITUATION

In Latin America there is about two hundred and fifty Audiovisual Archives -  from North to the South, they belong to TV Stations, Radio, Newspapers,  private companies and so on. The most important of them belong from TV and  this is the  field  where they have been developing faster.

This development and the large growth  has been thanks to the Users knowledge of how to use the archives,what posibilities archives can offer, and because of the problems of the costs.

The Archives’ development in Latin America has been different in the differents countries, - it had been very  “solitary” work, because there’ has been no comunication between the archives. This is a big problem that we need to solve as soon as possible.

In America there are Archives that have modern technologies, modern equipments, good  preservation and conservation systems and  so on.  National Television of Chile,the Channel where I work, is a good example,  but there are others that haven’t any, not  even the minimun conservation conditions. We must worry about that because  some of these archives  are UNIQUE, some archives hold unique documents such as: the civil war in Guatemala, Military Coup in some latinamerican countries (Chile,Argentina,Paraguay,etc.), Mexican’s Revolution,  Pablo Neruda’ s poems, President’s speeches, documents that contain political statements  that changed some societies, indians cultures where people have disappeared, ways of life of people that lived in south america at the beginning of the century, etc. 

Preserving these Archives is an URGENT TASK and we have to  start to work in partnership  to preserve, to protect and change  all these Collections into a  DIGITAL SYSTEM.

History must not die, never!

Each archive has had to face  many kinds of problems and have  found the solutions in “special” ways. Despite, having the same problems, each one has worked alone. It is important  to emphasize that Documentalists,  with little support , in some cases NONE, have founded the solutions to their archive’s problems.

 Not all of them have financial supports from the Goverments, Tv Channels,  Universities, Privates Companies,etc. so they must use their “imagination”, their  skills to solve the problems and help the user’s work.

In this point I’d like to  stop and say: thank you to FIAT for supporting some projects, for making Regional Seminars in our Continent, for your concerns about the documentalist’s issues , for allowing me to come and stay here talking to you about Latin American Archives.

 Thanks Tedd Johansen, too.

Although the problems of  Latin American’s Archives  are different, because of the different characteristics of each  society,  the search for the solution  must be done together.

Changes in all  areas of televisión  have affected in direct way  the archives, while we are trying to  understand the changes, manager them and take advantages for a better future for our  archives, technology has affected a large part of the information technology highway.

During last two  years  on visits to many Documentation Center Heads, eg. Argentina, Ecuador, Perú, Bolivia, Guatemala, Uruguay, etc., I have  asked  what kind of problems they have in their Archives,  it’is curious, all of them talked about same things:

.- What to do about materials storaged in 2”

.- What will happen with the old films (e.g in TVN’s Archive we have around 80.000 news films since 1969 still 1978)

.- How to solve the Vinegar syndrome’s problem

.- Technological changes

.- Money problems

.- Preservation problems

.- Personal training

.- DIGITALIZATION

Documentalists from this Continent are waiting to learn about the possibilities of new techologies, new systems, how to conserve  the documents, how to preserve the old materials, we want to exchange experiences with you and finally, we need FIAT/IFTA help in creating ideas about how to managme and not  lose these  magical Archives.

PROJECTIONS AND CHALLENGES

The necessity to share experiences and find solutions in the sense of: more cooperation, more relations among Latin American’s Documentalist, more comunication among us, etc. 

The need for this was shown during the First  Seminar “Audiovisual Archives in Latin America” held in Mexico City, last November 2001.

This subject  makes me feel that it’is very important,  right now, to repeat this experience in other countries.

This was an example of the documentalist’s interest in these kinds of seminars and subjects: the audience was around 200 persons each day, in the workshops and in the main lectures (three days for workshops and three day for lectures).

I can see some important work to be done:

.- To make an Archive’s DIRECTORY for Latin America -  to get to know us and exchange experiences and not spend time trying to find solutions that others have 

found.

.- To build a Thesaurus  with similar words of our countries for describing the materials (e.g:person who works in the country, all of the documentalist must use the word FARMER, places where it build machinery is an INDUSTRY, if I sing, I am a SINGER, and so on.

.- The cooperation among archives having knowledge about what kind of materials  we have.

.- To make  Regionals Seminars (may be one in a year)

.- To try to find the best way for changing the Analogue world to Digital world

.- To try to find  ways in which  Documentalist from Latin America can come to Europe, a  short time is enough,  for observation of other archive  procedures and viceversa, professionals from Europe can come to our Continent to give some  training courses.

.- To make joint projects

.- To built rules for controling the Copyright laws 

.- Business’s funtions

.- The main issue: what is going on with the DIGITALIZATION SYSTEMS?

.- To build Archives’s Web Site. I know that some archives have websites, but... what happen with the others?   Doing this job could be a very good way to know ours Archives,what materials they have in stock  and finding the solutions for present’s problems.

CONCLUSION

There’s a world to discover in Latin American Archives, that’s a big truth,  but we need the tools to do it. To produce new archiving systems will  take us some time, but it will need a new way of thinking today: change the documentation systems from Analogue to Ditigal . 

We need to know how you (in Europe and others) have solved the preservation and conservation problems ,our materials have an incalculable value and most of them are unique, It is important to digitalize, but first of all we need to answer two questions: how  and what.

We need show to the world the audiovisuals documents that we have, they are our history and thus I think,  would  help you to better understand  our way of life.

Many tasks, many challenges and some dreams too are in the future stage. 

I feel the  responsibility to carry on whith this matter to turn the Latin American’s Archives  into competitive one. 

It’s a goal that I promise myself: to leave to the old and new gererations the testimony of the history .

Documentation is not only  a continuous growing process for serving the person who teaches,the  person who writes,the  person who researches,etc. but  is the secure preserve of the different cultural ways that are the memory of the nation.

The real great importance of the modern Archives can be hidden from us, but what should  always be present  is the mission to preserve the Universal Patrimony and the responsibility to be THE MEMORY OF THE SOCIETY.
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